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THE MORALITY OF THE STAGE. 


It having been proposed to me to discuss | 
the question of the tendency of the Stage 
to morality, I eater upon the subject with | 
niuch satisfaction, being able to demon- 


strate, by very clear evidence, that the re- 
presentations of the Stage have a tendency | 


to, and do practically, point out the path of 
morality, being often signally instrumental 
in pri Moting the periormane of the duties | 
of life. 

The representations of the Stage consist | 
principally of Tragedy, Comedy and Farce. | 

Tragedy --and under that name, for the | 
present purpose, I include not only that: 
which is strictly so called, but also what are | 
technically termed Plays and Melo-dramatic | 
Pieces, -—they all having, in common, for | 
their object, the serious development of 
some of the passions or motives to action 
in a marked cegree. Sometimes we are 
shewn jealousy, working by the promptings 
of the deyil, the ruin of the innocent ; aud 
at others, love is made to predominate over 
the temptings of an Iago; and in all is ex- 





hibited the necessity of caution before we | 
condemn our fellows for faults, which every 
man has enemies sufficient to invent for 
his vverthrow And although the same | 
events do assuredly happen, amongst our | 
own acquaintances or relations, they would | 
probably go unnoticed, from their want of 


| mit them to exist; but, considering that 


‘Tragedy real is often deeper than ‘Tragedy 
inventive, whe can deny that the represen- 
tations, by means of the Stage, of the vil- 
lain brought to punishment in a manner— 
which although it may be no more than 
probabie, cannot be considered otherwise 
than as an interposition of providence to 
save the innocent, and to punish the traitor 
or the murderer, have tended to morality,. 
not only by shewing to many a spectator 
the immorality of his course, but also by 
bringing before him its end in glaring colors, 
which it is probable nothing else than such 
representation would ever have reminded 
him of. Thus our Shakspere has, by the 
innate morality of his works, —speaking, as 
always they do, by reason of the curiosity 
and interest which they excite, combined 
with the superficial attraction of the Stage 
—to an attentive observer, saved to his 
country the disgrace of many an executi-n, 
and to manv a family, the loss of a father, 
son, or brother by a disgraceful death. And 
this is not the only good end of Tragedy, — 
it alvo discovers, and uncovers, the deep 
plots and machinations of iniquity, which a 
little mind will have recourse to for the at- 
tainment of even a worthless and unworthy 
end; thus reminding every judge, whether 
he be the ministerial officer of the law, or 
the arbitrator and dispenser of private jus- 


concentration, and our laxity of observa- | tice, of the caution which, in either case, he 


tion. 

That villany, blacker than any ever pour- 
trayed by the pen of the tragic writer, does 
exist, our criminal annals too well testity. 


is bound. to use, before he pronounce a de- 
cision which places upon his fellow creature 
the stigma ofa crime. 

But 1 must remind you that Tragedy is 


If they did not, it might, perhaps, with | not confined to the representation of the 


a just man, to see his fellow creatures 


truth be said, that it should be offensive.to | 
} 


painted worse than their nature would per- 


baser qualities ot nature, It may, ana often 
does, bring before us many of the most 
noble, self sacrificing, and hercic actions 
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which the mind of man can contelve, or his | 
body have power to execute; thus raising | 
in the mind of the spectator considerations 
of the blassings and benefits which his 
Maker has given him, by placiug in his | 
hands the power of an approach to happi- | 
ness, by means which are epen to all nen! 
alike—nobility of mind and honesty of | 
purpose. 

Superficially, it may appear that T have 
treated every ‘Tragedy as having morality 
for its base, which, confessedly, I consider 
that it should have, but if it bas not, and 
it make infamy and vice appear triumphant 
over innocence and justice, 1 do not think 
that the exd of Tragedy is altered ; for no 
author that ever lived could exhibit passicns 
repugnant to virtue without marking their 
injust*ce in bold relief, and therefore it is, 
that no representation which has an im- 
moral tendeney or result, can ever hold 
possession of the Stage ; for although there 
may bea few depraved spectators, whose 
tastes it might gratify, I rejoice to be able 
with truth to say, that the great body of 
our fellow countrymen would be nuanimeus 
in its condemnation, I may add, that the 
Stage, as it at present exists, would justify 
us in returning to the old name of the 
drama, which was ‘ Morality.” 





To be continued. 





METROPOLITAN THEATRES, 





HER MAJESTY’S THEATRE. 

Bellini’s opera of ‘‘ Romeo and Jwiet,” 
was produced here on Saturday night. As 
a musical composition, it does not rank 
very high; the style is crude, and the in- 
strumentation tame and colourless; but 
there is throughout the work such an afflu- 
ence of milody, and spontaniety of feeling, 
that we listen to it with the most pleasur- 
able sensation. Madlle. Parodi, who ap- 
peared as the young passionate Romeo, 
looked, sang, and acted to perfection in the 
part. The fervour and dramatic intention 
which she throws into every character she 
assumes, was never more remarkable than 
ou Saturday night, when she enraptured 
the audience by her performance. Madame 
Frezzolini sang exquisitely in the part of 
Giuletta. Her scena in the first act was 





brilliantly executed, and drew down tremen- 


dous applause. The opera was most effi- 

ciently cast, and went off with great eclat. 

The house was brilliantly attended. 
HAYMARKET, 

The manager here is always eatering for 
the public with great diligence. The revival 
of Mrs. Gore’s charming little drama, the 
‘“« Maid of Croissey,’’ has proved most sue- 
cessful, In Mz. Webster’s Serjeant Aus- 
terlitz we find all the striking peculiarities 
that distinguished the soldier of the empire 
from any other soldier in the world. The 
gallantry, the heroism, the gaiety, he 
vanity. the contempt of danger. and the 
enthusiastic devotion to the Emperor, were 
ali pourtrayed with so much trath ard fec!- 
ing by this versatile artist, that the charac- 
ter may be considered one of his most sne- 
cessful efforts. Miss Reynolds plays the 
Maid of Crvissey excellentiy ; her emotion 
seems to be always the spontaneous result 
of the cireumstances in whieh she is placed, 
and is, therefore, natural and affecting. 
Mr. Buckstone and Mrs. Fitzwilliam, in the 
comic characters of Walter and Mariette, 
and Mr. Howe, in that of Francis, the 
lover of Theresa, aided in securing the 
warm expression of gratification expressed 
by the audience on the fall of the curtain. 


OLYMPIC, 

An amateur performance took place here 
on the 21st of June, which we are sorry we 
have not been able to notice before, } ar-i- 
cularly as the proceeds were for a most 
laudable purpose, that of contributing to 
the subscriptions for the Exhibition of In- 
dustry of all Nations, much to the credit of 
those engaged in the management of the 
affair. ‘The principal persons who took a 
part in the amusements were members of 
the Marylebone Literary and Scientific In- 
stitution, who acquitted themselves in a 
very creditable manner. Lovell’s play of 
‘* Love’s Sacrifice,” was the first piece. A 
Mr. W.S. Wendin undertook the principal 
part of Aylmer: this gentleman has not 
had much experience, but his acting was 
such that it convinces us that, with care 
and study, he will soon obtain ccnsiderable 
celebrity as a leading amateur—his figure, 
voice, and general deportment being much 
in his favor. In several scenes he was de- 
servedly applauded. Mr. Grimston, as 
Paul Lafont, is also deserving of notice,— 
his conception of the part being good, aud 
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his execution of it, for an amateur, worthy 
commendation. Nor was Mr. Capel less 
effective as Eugene de Lorme, Miss Fanny 
Vining was excellent in the part of Margaret 
Aylmer, and Miss Florence Grey invested 
the character of Iferminie de Vermont with 
considerable interest. The afier-piece of 
“Charles XII,” was afterwards capitally 
performed, Mr. R. Gordon as the King of 
Sweden, was in every respect good. He 
looked the character to the life, being well 
dressed, and his acting was clever. Here 
again, Mr. Woodin was seen to great ad- 
vantage xs Adam Brock. We must also 
give our meed of praise to Miss Garcia and 
Miss Grey, who exerted themselves very 
successfully. We hope to see these ama- 
teurs again shortly, 


CITY. 

The new piece, entitled the ‘ Grape 
Girl,” continues to be highly attractive, and 
the whole of the entertainments provided 
are truly deserving of praise for their great 
variety ol selection, and the excellent man- 
ner in which they are placed before the 
audience. A constant novelty appears to 
be provided, end a soundness of purpose 
et industry of action are so evinced as to 
r-nder the possibility of tailure very slight 
indeed. A new piece, founded upon a He- 
braic subject, has this week greatly added 
to the success of the establishment,.and we 
find, by reference to the bills, that a very 
large store of novelties. are also in prepara- 
tion, including a new drama by Mr. Saville, 
sen., which can scarcely fail to draw a large 
sare of public notice. It is with much 
pleasure that we have noticed the excellent 
and respectable attendance with which this 
house has latterly been honoured—nor is 
the display of pictures in the saloon, varied 
and excellent in themselves—the very least 
point of consideration to its numerous and 
well-pleased supporters. The company, 
already so powerful, is, we hear, to be fur- 
ther strengthened ; Mr. Lyon’s return will 
doubtless give general satisfaction. We 
omitted very unintentionally last week to 
notice in terms of commendation the acting 
of Mrs. E. F. Saville, which has so much 
contributed, by its energy and skill, to the 
great success with which the ** Grape Girl” 
has been so deservedly greeted. 


STANDARD. 
The season has now finished, and the 








“hut of preparation” for the contemplated 
alterations, sounds loud and busy. We 
have every reason to believe that these 
changes will be not only alterations, buat 
also what alterations do not always happen 
to be, viz:, improvements as well. The 
theatre re-opens in the first week of Sep- 
tember next. 


BRITANNIA SALOON. 

A little drama, ealled “The Convict's 
Swamp,” was played here last week. It is 
aneat little play, containing some very good 
scenes and situations. The part of Charles 
Fisher found a good and efficient supporter 
in Mr. Mordaunt. Mr. Broughton’s deli- 
neation of the villainous Robertsen was ex- 
evedingly good and expressive. Mr. Saw- 
ford as Jack Corney, an escaped convict ; 
and Mr. Bird, as Sam, a police runner, 
played admirably. Mrs. Yarnold, as Amelia 
Fisher, received loud applause, and indeed 
she deserved it for he truthful representation 
of that character. Mrs. Gaston, as Liiy 
White, and Mrs, Colwell as Ebony Tip, 
deserve favourable mention. Mr. Carles’s 
comical Jemmy Timbertop set the house in 
aroar. Mr. Sawford has announced that 
his benefit will take place on Wednesday 
next, July 10th, when he intends doing 
something extraordinary for the cutertain- 
ment of his friends. 


Nortu Lonpon AtuenxuM,—Liver- 
ool Street, King’s Cvross.—This pretty 
little theatre is now opened by Mr. James 
Crosby, a gentleman who has had consider- 
able experience in theatrical matters, and 
who is well qualified to take the manage- 
ment. of an establishment of this deserip- 
tion. That a respectable and well managed 
institution of the kind has long been 
waated, we have long since been aware of, 
and we feel sure, if young persons have a 
desire to improve their minds, and spend 
their leisure hours to advantage, and be- 
come acquainted with the works of our an- 
cient and modern authors, they will do well 
to join the elocution classes at the above 
institution. —On Monday, the first perfor- 
mance of the season took place, aud the 
theatre presented a most respectable ap- 
pearance, and was well attended by persons 
of both sexes, who, from their dress and 
general behaviour, do honor to the pri - 
ment. ‘The first piece was the play of the 
“Foundling of the Forest,” previous to 
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—_ " ought to state, an Address was, Miss Owen, who is really clever, and who 
speken by Mr. Shera, written by Morris’ will take the lead amongst this class when 
Asher, Esq., containing many happy and’ she can assume a little more confidence. A 
00g Er allusions to the present state of scene from Othello was tolerably well given 
the rama, and the author has taken ad- by Messrs. Thompson and Gennery, whose 
Pa Pha mare the patronage which the | couception of Iago was very good, but why 
tueen has latterly given to the works of | the former gentleman should black his face 
our immortal bard, and to blend thelate atro- | upon such an oceasion, we do not profess 
cious assault committed upon her person in to guess at,—this amateur was either too 
very happy terms,—the audience caught , boisterous or toc subdued in his reading, 
the seen, and i ~ most pH es another attempt in the same part will in all 
applauded ;—the lines were delivered with | probability improve him. Miss Retrard 
good emphasis and point, and were highly as Emilia, is always good. ‘The next—a 
creditable to Mr, Shera, who, we now un- | scene from the comedy of John Bull, gave 
derstand, is the author, The play was not | great satisfaction, Mr. E. Hill bustling 
so well acted as we anticipated, nevertheless! through the part of Tom Shuffleton very 
- a first. performance, we can congratulate | creditably, and here Miss Retrard,'as Lady 
Messrs, Shera, Coulton, Shade, and Mark- Barrymore, shewed her versatility of talent 
bam ie, Her cad, Meatnes| ie vasign THs yn rps onan 
sley, ‘ ne e » al-) sition, wherever she appears. The Brides 
though not perfect in the text, were respec- | of Venice, by Rogers, 7 a piece of poetry 
table. The furce of ‘* Boots at the Swan’’| that is always acceptable, and’ we wished 
ac tn in ey _ H. a ay Mr. Morehen had delivered it with more 
srenville, anc r. ennison displaye imati inni 
nok ee Th re ed ‘,| animation. He has a fault of beginning 
comic humour, e nt Day | every sentence in the same tone and man- 





concluded the entertainments, but being so 
late, we left before the conclusion. 
Mecnanic’s JnstituTE, Goutp-Sa — | 
Punctuality ought to be the order of all| 
well-regulated societies. We were sum- 
moned to attend an elocutionary class at 
this institution on Fnday. ‘The bill stated 
the chair would be taken at eight o'clock 
precisely—a reasonable and proper hour ; 
but this was not acted up to, it being fifteen 
minutes after nine before the evening’s en- 
tertainments commenced. If the members 
have a desire that we should notice their 
proceedings, for the future, they must be 
more particular—time being of consequence 
to us, if not teothem. ‘The first recitation 
was a scene from Julius Ceesar,—the part 
of Brutus essayed by Mr. Sinclair, who has 
a fine mellow, powerful-toned voice; the 
character was well conceived aad sensibly 
delivered, but this gentleman has a provin- 
cial acceut, which is at times a drawback 
upon his reading. Mr. Lingard’s reading 
of the part of Cassius, wanted variety, being 
delivered in the same drawling tone through- 
out. It lacked spirit and fire, but this as 
pirant can mend this if he will study the 
author’s meaning. A portion of Milton’s 
Paradise Lost was feelingly given by Mr. 
Crawley. ‘ Number One,” from Hood’s 





poems, was exceedingly well recited by little 





ner, which, if diversified, would tell much 
better; nevertheless, the lines were not re- 
cited without point. The rumbling of the 
railway carriages is a nuisance both to the 
audience and the members, who had a large 
number of respectable friends present. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 





F, Youna.- We have given a number of letters 
upon the same subject. If the managers will 
not pay the boxkeepers for their services, we 
cannot blame them for the application they make 
The public are not compelled to give them 
money. We consider the managers highly to 
blame in not paying those they employ. 

T, Hitt.—Thanks for the half-year’s subscription. 
The Journal will be forwarded by post every 
Thursday. 

An Amateur—Had better apply any evening, 
from seven to ten o’clock, at the North London 
Athenzeum, Livetpool Street, King’s Cross, and 
ask the secretary, Mr. Crosby, who will give 
him every information. 

J. Marcu.—The letter did not reach us till Friday 
morning, arid it appears the performance took 
place on Thursday evening. e have so many 
engagements, of the same description, that we 
require at least a day’s notice. 

J. F. FutLer.—Miss Bassano, the singer, first ap- 
peared at the Princess’s as Anna Boleyn, in 
1847. 

Como.-— Lucius Junius Booth, the competitor of 
C. Kean, was born in London, and not in Ame 
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rica, He was first engaged at Covent Garden, ! versal Plan. Some there are whose daring 


and catne out in the part of Richard ILI. in 
1817. 

P.A,.B.—Captain Harvey Tucker appeared at the 
Lyceum: the character he sustained was that 
of Falstaff; the performance was considered to 
be a failure. 

James Simpson.—The anecdote is authentic, but 
the vagaries ascribed to George Frederick Cooke 
are strange and multifarious 

Orion.—Collins, the Irish actor, is in America, 
and we hear doing very weil. In London, he 
was better known as a singer than an actor: his 
last engagement was at Sadlers’ Wells. 

J.S.—We do not know the private address of the 
party named—enquire at the stage door: ‘Tv the 
second question, George Colman was the author 
of the ‘Iron Chest;” the first edition is now 
extremely scarce—it was rendered curious and 
interesting by the singu'ar preface. 

Civ1s.—(York).—There are not three publications 
in England, in which so much provincial theatri- 
cal news is contained as the Theatrical Journal. 
Any communication, properly authenticated, 
and containing information of an interesting 
description, will be acceptable. 

yinspury Mecuanics.-—We had so many prior 


engagements, that it was not possible for us to 
attend. 
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THURSDAY,: JULY 4, 1850. 


THE DRAMA, LIFE, AND POETRY, 


In the Greek drama, the darkest and 
most hopeless scepticism was the spirit em- 
bodied by the poets, whose works still sur- 
vive for our admiration. And it is unde- 
niable that the majority of mankind are 
either sceptics or indifferent to religion ; 
while the present race of believers, unlike 
the heataens of old, to whom the Drama 
was a religion, seem to consider a theatre 
akin to the pit of hell, and denounce indis- 
criminately all who uphold it. As we ad- 
vance in life, we lose our relish for nearly 
all enjoyments save those of home; and 
finding the world heartless and frivolous, 
are apt to question the wisdom of the Uni- 





speculations carry them into utter negation, 
who believe the huge frame of matter the 
sole entity, and after this life all is nothing. 
But the present tendencies of poetry and 
the drama present a more cheering aspect 
than was visible a century ago. 

In the midst of the materialism and 
practical atheism of the age, in the scrain- 
ble for money and position, some voices go 
forth full of power, to tell the world that its 
origin is not less than divine, despite the 
evil we behold on every side. If we can 
but love and venerate, our desponding and 
doubt will sooner or later depart ; and if 
we read the literature of the day, we are 
convinced that for the most part it is calcu- 
lated to make men philanthropists and 
adorers—though it is hostile to cant of 
every sort. 

But the Drama at many of our theatres 
is behind the age, and is in fact, no Drama 
at all; pandering to the lowest appetites 
for morbid excitement and absurd bur- 
lesque. 

Of course, in proportion to the diffusion 
of intelligence, the higher are the require- 
ments of the playgoing public. It is im- 


possible for any drama but one blending 


the very highest poetic and philosophic 
elements, to retain a permanent hold of the 
stage. Comedy should hold up to scorn 
ant ridicule the vices we see around us (not 
make us satisfied with the mammon- 
worship of the age); a tragedy awake the 
soul to a conviction of its great destiny, to 
the truly heroic and sublime in our nature, 
and the contempt of the things of Time, 
compared with the hope which is of Eter- 
nity. Life is not the low and sensual thing 
it was to former generations. It becomes 
solemn and earnest. Great principles and 
truths are the food which the mind craves, 
instead of sensual excitements—iustead cf 
vicious, low pastimes, 

Whilst we thus uphold the dignity of our 
nature, and contend that the drama does 
not sufficiently mirror the spirit of the 
time, in its highest manifestation, we are 
opposed to the absurd notion, prevalent 
among some transcendeutalists, that the 
drama can ever become a vehicle for mere 
abstract speculation ; that amusement and 
excitement, are not necessary to attract a 
public, and dull, heavy disquisition the 
staple of the highest dramatic poetry. We 
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have no hope for the ultimate restoration of | dence of every other amusement. Classes 
the greatest of arts (if we so term the| are now being formed for instruction in all 
drama), until a poet shall arise, with genius | branches of the dramatic art. Mr. Henr 


to stir the depths of our nature, The plays 
of such a man, adequately interpreted, will 
give a new impulse to the stage, and direct 
our thoughts into purer and Joftier regions 
than Shakspere in his day attained. 


R. B. 
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NORTH LONDON ATHENEUM. 


(Late Royal Clarence Theatre) Liverpool § 

King’s Cross.—The inhabitants of the north 
of London have always been celebrated fur 
their love of the drama. ‘They gave the 
first helping hand to Mr. Phelps, when he 
commenced his struggle for the resuscita- 
tion of the modern classic drama, and they 
have invariably patronised amateur dramatic 
institutions. Not many years ago, besides 
supporting a public theatre, they kept up 
several private ones, at which the Thespian 
struggles of the ‘‘prentice youths and stage 
struck citizens’ was wont to give itself vent. 
Islington and its neighbourhood can boast 
the honor of having fledged some of the 
most popular actors. At Old Pyms’ 
arena in Gough-street, Tilbury, Marston, 
Iferbert Rodwell, Cowle, Keeley, Creswick, 
and the late John Reeve, first strutted their 
hour upon any stage. From certain unto- 
ward circumstances, this is now closed, and 
there has been for some months, no other 
available to all, open, and the young aspi- 
rants to dramatic honor have in consequence 
been compelled to “waste their sweetness 
on the desert air.” Fortunately, a good 
Samaritan has stepped in to supply this 
necessity, and has re-opened the old Cla- 
rence theatre under the less objectionable 
title of the North London Athenzeum; and 
the young tyro, bursting with Richard, 
Romeo, or Claude, may now essay, at a very 
trifling cost, his long-cherished ambition of 
wearing the sock and buskin. Lest there 
may not be sufficient interest taken in the 
drama, the present proprietor of the North 
London Atheneum proposes to let the 
theatre of the institution to public lecturers, 
musicians, and scientific exhibitors, so that 
it will not be dependent solely on the drama 
for support ; whilst at the same time every 
effort will be made to give that the prece- 


Tyrrell, the editor of the ‘ Practical Elo- 
cutionist,” is engaged as teacher of elocu- 
tion; Mr. La Vette, dancing; and a nego. 
ciation is pending with M. Shury as fencing 
master. ‘The whole of the arrangements 
are under the supervision of Mr. James 
Crosby, whose experience in theatrical mat- 
ters eminently qualify him for the position 

holds. With these advantages, aud very 
ow prices of admission to pupils, we think 
hat the North London Athenzeum cannot 

otherwise than prosper. All concerned 
have our best wishes, and as soon as their 
plans are matured, we shall pay them a 
visit, and report progress, 








VauxnaLt Garpens. — The weather 
has proved quite a godsend to the manager 
for although for the last few days, it has 
not been all we could wish, yet, on the 
whole, it must have been extremely favor- 
able to the finances of the management, 
which is still conducted in a most spirited 
manner, and rich treats of amusement are 
provided for the pleasure-seecking public. 
Nothing can be more beautiful than the 
brilliantly-illuminated Gardens with its va- 
rious sources of delight. The fireworls by 
Darby, are still the ne plus ultra of pyro- 
technics. The equestrian performances are 
exhibitions of great skill and daring, and 
excite much approbation. The singing and 
the music are particularly good; and the 
dancing is kept up till a very early hour in 
the morning, and to the “fast” young 
gentlemen of our “fast’’ age, must prove a 
source of never-failing attraction. The bal- 
loon ascents still continue to draw. The 
refreshments are provided on a very liberal 
scale, and the entertainments have given 
very general satisfaction. 

CreMoRNE .GARDENS:—-Cremorne, at 
the present time, seems the great centre of 
attraction, and draws crowds from east 
west, north, and south, to gain health—for 
the gardens are a perfect Paradise, with its 
beds—of gay flowers, whose pertumes are 
wafted far and near by the gentle zephyrs 
that fan this beautiful retreat. What a 
change does this place present to people, 
“in smoky city pent,”—a change from the 
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heavy, disease-laden air of London, to the 
health-giving, pure atmosphere of the 
country. But gently, Pegasus ! we are too 
fast. The arrangements for the: amuse- 
ment of their patrons are still as admirable 
as ever, and great credit is due to the ma- 
niger. Qurold favorite comic singer, Mr. 
Robert Glindon, sings some very laughable 
songs—one on the late ridiculous post-office 
regulation, excited a great deal of applause. 
The ballet department is conductid with 
much humor, and appears to greatly delight 
the spectators. The orchestra is very effi- 
cient, and the dancing carried on with great 
order and propriety. The American bowl- 
ing alley seems to have become one of the 
requisites of a place of public amusement, 
and here we have a very good one. ~ The 
fireworks, by the Chevalier Mortram, create 
great admiration by their varied devices, 
and the brilliancy of the colors. Madame 
Antonio’s ascent is a terrific affair, and 
makes the spectator tremble with appre- 
hension. The refreshments are first-rate, 
and the charges moderate, and the whole 
arrangements of the various departments 
ere so good, that we cordially recommend 
our friends, and strangers visiting London, 
to pay them a visit. 
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A new and meaningless farer, entitled “Domestie 
E.onomy” has been produce!, devoid of merit, 
being but a tissue of antique absurdity, that must 
moi tify the feelings of the actors who “shine’’ (?) 
in it, Mr.and Mrs. Wood have the unenvied honours 
they endeavour to elicit some applause in it. Its 
tate deserves oblivion, Balfe’s opera of the *Bond- 
man” has also been on the carpet, the operatic 
‘troop” acquitting themselvcs with that ability, 
which is conducive to their reputation. 

QueeEn’s THeatRE.—Mr. Chas. Dillon promises 
well to make this house once more entertaining 
and attractive. We scarcely ever reinember seeing 
such a crowded house as there was on Saturday 
evening—audience was well behaved, and gave 
signal proof that they were congregated for ration- 
al recreation, Dillon's William Tell was good 
savouring correctly of the Swiss Patriot. and was 
loudiy applauded, Preston was too mechanical as 
Gesler, and Albert (Tell’s son) did not possess a 
particie of sensitive animation for the juvenile 
martyr, Mr. Geo, Wilde and Miss. Fanny Williams 
mace their first appearance here under Mr. D's: 
sovereignty (whieh we trust will be a long reign), 
and were well received, They are very clever in 
their forte, and as a token of their success, were 
loudly called for. Mr. Courtly’s unnatural gait and 
action is quite at variance with the upstart spirit 
of a “high life below stairs’ servant. The “Sol- 
dier’s Progress” still continues its popular career, 
Mr. F. B, Egan, as the young soldier, is a very 
correct aud able picture of the tide of ill- fortune 
that attends a premature enlistment. Mrs. C, 
Dillon was very effective as Mary Bloomly, exhi- 
biting all that enthusiastic love that is character- 
istic of the sex when their affections are plighted, 
The tableaux are exquisitély fine, giving a faithful 
outline of the horrors of war—the anguish and 
misfortune that attend the poor dupes who, 
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MancuesteEr Theatre Royat,—The opera has 
taken the place of the drama during the week, and 
from the character of the houses and their appro- 
bation, the change has been decidedly weleome and 
acceptable, We mean no barren compliment, when 
we congratulate the spirited management on the 
very energetic manver in which they administer 


and cater so tastefully to the taste of a varied 
public, To do this well is approximating to per- 
fection. The ‘Bohemian Girl’ seems. to have been 
the favourite during the week, it having been re- 
peated three times with increasing success, Count 
Arnheim was feelingly and tastefully executed by 
Mr. Borrani. Mr. King as the exiled Pole was very 
clever, and in the scene where he®conjures Ariine 
to think of him, sung “You'll Remember Me” 
with such acuteness, harmony, and penetration, 
that he was rapturously encored. Mr. Roberts, as 
Florestein, was rather too grave for a popinjay. 
Devilshoof, by Mr. Latter, was capital, we never 
saw better. He looks the life’s blood of a gipsy. 
Mrs. King; as Arline, sung and acted well; and wis 
encored in “Marble Halls.” Miss Lanza, queen of 
the gipsies looked the character well. We fancied 
her style was rather harsh and painful. The music 

al department under the gui of Mr. Symore. 
abiy contributes to the of the company. 


through delirium and delusion, imagine they are 
immortalising themselves in playing the parts of 
human butchers, 

KemsiE Cius.—These gentlemen made a dra- 
matic excursion to Patricroft, on the Ist instant. 
We had a glimpse of their bill of fare, which was 
very attractive ; but while we were wending our 
way to the P.O. our “suburban touter” had not 
arrived, and we are therefore reluctantly obliged 
to defer our notice of these dramatie aspirants tll 
next week. 

Co.osstumM.—The beautiful illustrations of 
“Jeannette and Jeannot” continue each evening to 
afford delight and satisfaction ; a humorous scene, 
interspersed with comical expressions, entitled the 
“Awkward Recruits” tell well upon the audience, 
who give vent to their mirth by hearty laughter. 
The character of the comic and sentimental 
powers are extremely clever. 

Casino. - The comic piece called the “Three Pair 
of Lovers” was produced on the Ist. inst, and 
created quite a sensation with the “Casinoites” 
The Fisherman is a pretty little ballet, well produced 
andenacted, Mrs,G, Emley is particulary attractive 
in her singing. Indeed the vocal department, gener- 
ally speaking, maintain their deserved repute, 

Mancuesten, —(Theatre Royal) This popular 
establishinent reopens in September,;—the 28th 
inst. it is understood will be the opening night. 
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Montrosr.—Mr. Gourlay, formerly so great a ' 
favorite at this theatre, has re-appeared with his | 
usual success: his r&ception was most cherving. | 
Mr. G. K, Dickinson has gone through a round of | 
Shaksperian characters with great success. He is | 
much improved since he came here three years | 
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including Signorina Steffanoni, Signer Vietti, 
Lorini, &c., and have already produced Les Hu- 
guenots,La Favorita, &c., to good houses, 
Broapway THEATRE.—Mr. Hudson, the Irish 
comediar, took his farewell benefit at this house, 
June 7, and is now on his way to Englend. The 


ago. His Hamlet is a very clever, artistic piece | house was crammed to the ceiling, and at the 


of acting, and was much applauded. 


Tuesday in last week. The theatre is announced 
to re-open on the 12th of next month. 
Braprorp.—Mr. Mosley bas advertised the 
theatre to let for the ensuing season. 
Gtascow.—Princess’.—Business is but indif- 
ferent here, which we regret, as the manager 
really manifests much anxiety to please. 
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Mr. B. Webster, the spirited lessee of the Hay- 
market theatre, announces his benefit there on the 
8th of July,-under the special patronage of Her ola- 
jesty. No manager ever deserved the united and 
generous support of the intellectual play-going 
public more richly than Mr. Webster, for the 
courage, perseverance, and liberality with which 
he has unceasingly endeavoured to maintain the 


; conclusion of the performance, he was honoured 
GLascow.—Queens,—Our season concluded on | 


with a call before the curtain,and after a neat and 
appropriate speech, announced his return to Ame. 
rica in 1851. 

Burton’s Turatre,—Thbis beautiful plice of 
amusement is doing a very good business with the 
legitimate, Burton and Mr, H. Placide being the 
chief attractions, Douglas Jerrold’s comedy of the 
Catspaw was produced at this theatre, but did not 
prove as attractive as the manager could wish, 
and is now withdrawn. 

Nrsto’s.—The Serious Family has been pro- 
duced at this summer resort, but not proving at- 
tractive, has given way to Rory O’More and otter 
Irish pieces, in which John Brougham has ap- 
peared togreat advantage. 

Bowery.—Mrs. Shaw has proved a great card 
for the manager of this establishment. 

A Complimentary Benefit has been given at the 
Astor-place Theatre to Miss Fanny Wallack, on 
which occasion she played the parts of Hamlet 
and Don Cesar de Bisuan to a well-filled house. 

Miss Cushman arrived in Liverpool on Saturday 


English drama and native talant in the theatre | last. per steamer Asia. 


which he directs, We trust that the distinguished 
patronage vouchsafed to him on this oceasion may 
find many imitators amongst noble and wealthy 
admirers of the stage now in London, 

Mr. W.Harrison is about to take a trip across the 
Atlantic, having some very tempting cffers from 
the American lessees. 

Mr. Phelps has concluded a very successful en- 
gagement at Manchester, 

Mr. Elliston’s benefit at Leamington was fash- 
ionably and fully attended. 

Mr. Ryder has been performing during the week 
at the Victoria, 

Mr. Anderson the lessee of Drury Lane, has been 
starring it at Lincoln. He has for the present, 
given up ‘all idea of paying a visit to the United 
States, 

Mas, Guiover's Benerit.—The performances for 
the benefit of this veteran actress will take place 
at Drury Lane, on Friday, the 12th instant, when 
she will take her final farewell of the stage. 

Novet Invention,—A manufacturer of silks at 
Lyons has just applied the system of mechanics 
of Jacquart to musical instruments, His first essay 
was on the accordian, A card board which is 
changed to vary the melodies, asin manufacturing 
silks, in order to change the designs, fulfils the 
place of the talents of the instrumentalist, and by 
the means of a handle it is played ¢s well as it 
could be done by a skilful master, Five years of 
his life and all his resources have becn devoted to 
this work, ' 

Asron Prace Orera House, New York.— 
This place of amusement, lately under the manage- 
ment of Mr. Bass, having failed as soon as Miss 
Cushman's engagement closed, is now opened with 

the Havana opera company, lately from Boston, 


Miss Davenport is attracting very large audien- 
ces at the Walnut-street Theatre, Philadelphia. 

Mr. Collins, the Irish comedian, is playing a 
star engagement at Chicago, Hlinois. 

The Ravel Family are still at Boston. 
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MADAME TUSSAUD’S 


MARIA MANNING, George Manning, 
Bloomfield Rush, taken from life during their trials. 
—A cast in plaster of Mr, O'Connor, with a plan 
of the kitchen where he was murdered, Models of 
Stanfield Hall and Potash farm are now added to 
the Chamber of Horrors, at Madame TUSSAUD 
and SON’S Exumition Bazaan, Baker Street, 
Portman square.—Open from eleven till dusk, 
and from seven till ten.—Admittance 1s; small 
room, 6d, extra 
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